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E 7 27. 
or 4 many of you, as have been Bap- 


tived intoC HRIST, have Las on 
CHRIS T. Es 


— EFTER God had finiſhed the 
creation of all inanimate and 
irrational Beings, then, (as it 
were) to add Perfection - 
that great Undertakang , tc 
give the laſt Stroke,. and pay 
eat the End and Deſign of all his Works in this 
wer World, he Created Adam, the Root aud 
arent of all Mankind. The state in which he 
las Created, was Innocent, Glorious, and De- 
P ktful; Ir "the Incas e of ( ad, God = Man 
d he was fo ba joined by the Bond by 
Ne: to God his Maker, as that the Glory of 
d's Wiſdom ſhone with admirable Luſtre into 
Js s Underſtanding „and the Goodmeſs of God 
>wed into his Will, the two chief Faculties of 
s Soul; and this ſo influenced his Afeckions, 
his Affectiong were chiefly taken up in the 
ve of God: Here was an exact Harmony be- 


twirt 


twixt God and Man LL 1 the Reſult of that 

1 was Peace and Joy "FI 
And now in this State of Innocency, God en- 
red; into N wick Mankind in Adam, that 
Fox —_ 7 LE exact, un- 


. 1 2 on n God 1 part. This was no- 
thing but what was ſuitable to that Perfection 
of Nature Man was created in; who was fully 
Enlightened with his Duty, and had perfect 
Strength and Ability beſtowed on him, to per- 
form all that was required of him. Had he 
obeyed God, he and all his Poſterity muſt have 
been Eternally Happy; they could have known 
no Death, or Miſery ; bi after a ſhort Stay in 
an Earth Paradiſe, had been read, into 
an :avenly one. Ws 
But, alaſs!. This State of laren and De. 
light w was very hort; for Ad au, We filid, thro 
the Deluſion k the Devil, ſoon diſobeyed God; 
broke the Bond of Union betwixt God and 
an, upon which Man's Happineſs, was found. 


ed; and ſo he fell from his Maker, i. e. He | 


©: % Sia 7 


155 thro?. h Fall, e Whole humane Rao 
Vas. corrupted . and tainted, inſomuch, that 
Death Temporal, and Death Bernal, Miſery in 
this World, and Miſery in-the next, were let in 
upon Adam and all his Poſterity. 

Here is the fatal Source of ali humane Trou. 
ble: : For as Adam, conſidered in his Fallen 
5 State, 


Pr a 


_n hes AP Un... tm was a= A\ £c. 


1 


State, is naturally incapable of Happineſs in the 
other World, chat natural Incapacity. muſt de- 
ſcend upon all bis Po 
be corrupt, the Streams muſt: be corrupt alſo; 
and fo they are; for in Adam we all d He. 
are ſo far trom the Original Frame 4 Perfe- 
tion that Man was created in, and ſo from 
keeping the firſt Covenant, of Works, and un- 
ſinning Obedience, that me are conceived and 
born in Sin, i. e. juſt in the ſame Depravity 
that Adam was in after the Fall; in that natu- 
ral Incapacity of enjoying God, and ſo of _ 
ing happy in the other Worid, that Ze 


Accordingly, St. Paul declares, that we are * Eph. 2. 3. 


nature the children of wrath. And how ſhould 
it be otherwiſe? ſeeing nothing can be accep- 
table to God, but what is Ianocent and Perfect, 
as no one by Nature can be: So that as Chil- 
dren of the Firſt Adam and that Firſ Covenant, 
we are liable to Death and Eternal Miſery. 


The firſt Adam then is the Root of Death to all 
that are Damned. 


But immediately upon the Fall, Chriſt, the 


ſecond Adam was promiſed. Accordingly;Chriſt, | 
the Son of God, in due time took upon him 
Humane Nature, and fo joined again the Hu- 
mane and Divine Nature, by the Operation of 
the Holy Ghoſt; and in this Humane Nature 
he ſatisfyed for "the Sin of Man, and will be 
the Saviour of all thoſe, who are taken out of 
the firſt Adam, and become ſound Members of 
Him the ſecond Adam. They become united 
then, by his Spirit, to God, from whom eve- 


iy 


ſterity ; for if the Fountain 


We r Cor. 15. 


[8.3 

ry Man is naturally fallen; and ſo, though in 
Old Adam they were Dead, yet in Chriſt they 
|| x Cor. 15. are made alive: For Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, 
* # 4 quickzing Spirit to all that are engrafted and 
| abide in Him; and as the firſt Adam is the 
Root of Death to all that areDam n'd, ſo Chriſt, 
the ſecond Adam is the Root of Life to all that 

are Saved. 

Here then, you ſee, are the two great Foun- 
tains of Death and Life: As we are Members, 
by Nature, of Adam and the firſt Covenant, we 
are Sons of Corruption, fallen from God, and 
in a loſt State; but if we be taker out of the 
Stock of the firſt Adam, and be ingrafted into 
Chriſt the ſecond Adin and abide in Him, 46 
the Brauch abide int the Vine, becoming * 

and living Members of him, then we are raiſed 
in Chriſt from our fallen State, are joined to 
God again by the Spirit of Chriſt, and become 
innocent and perfect in Chriſt Feſus „and fo 


Heirs of Salvation. And accordingly, at the 


2 Per. 3. ro. Jaſt Day, when the Heavens ſhall paſs away with 
- a great noiſe,and the Elements ſhall melt with fer. 
Joel. 2. 31. vent heat, the Sun be turned into darkneſs, and 
the Moon into blood, the whole Race of Man 
will appear in theſe two Diviſions; either as 
fallen in the firſt Adam, or as raiſed | inc brift the 
ſecond Adam, the only Saviour of Mankind. All 
the Sandtified and Regenerate ſhall then appear 
in Chris, as Members of his Body; all the reſt, 


that are out of Chriſt, ſhall appear in the loſt | 


State of Old Adam, i. e. fallen from God, in a 
State of Corruption, and Heirs of Damnation. 8 
0 An 


bp oa > *% wo = e 


ene 


S2 = ; 


| [rg | 
in And how, finde this is the Caf” we liad need 
axe feat Care, that we be FP ingrafted into 


| Chriſt; Wige in u ce in Hith, and fo at 
7 length be found 1 e 


ich. 9955 in 
be] Bat both ſhatlafly who are, (ac St Paul fays,) 


if Menibers F the Olive Tree which js wild by Rom. 1. 


ture, Into à good Olive Tree? Or, (which is 
[the ſame thing,) how can we, who are by Na- 
75, | ture Of the Stock of the fri? Adam, be taken out 
we p from thence, and made the Members or Diſci- 
nd ples of C57, who'is the ſecond ? Why, this 
He himſelf has taken care of, by ordaining a 


to Sacratede for ths End and purpoſe, faying to 


a = e, be cut out,” aud grafted contrary to na- 24. 


Albis Apoſtles, and in them to all the Miniſters ar, d: 


gag lol his Church, Go ye therefore, and make all r 19 
ed t Difciptes, (as the original Word arab, 


4 


une plainly imports) by beptizang them in theName bf 


ms tte Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt. 
Hence they who are duly Baptized according 
the | to chis form, inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf for 
* that purpoſe, are expreſly (aid to be Bapti- 
fer- e ge intu Chriſt, Rom. 6. 3. But they who 
ng ec are Baptized info Chriſt maſt needs be in him; 
« and they who are in him, have laid aſide 
5 their Relation to the firſs Adam, and have 
the a put on Chrii?, the [tcond Adam; ſo as to be- 
long now to Hin, as his Flock as his Diſciples, 
Dear“ and 48 %% pecnliar People. Accordingly, the 
Apoſtle, in m Text, ſolemnly aftirins, ; that 4s 
e 
1 f In the Rs diſcoutſing upon which Words, 
And I hall, B WE 


_— 


I. Lay before you the true Nature of Be ptifer. 


As many as are Baptized into Chriſſ 2 


II. Shew you the great Advantage: of ok 


that are Baptized into Chriſt, if they re- 
main and abide true Members of him. 


HL and Laſtly, That altho by Baptiſm, we 


do put on Chriſt, yet except we E. in 
Chriſt, and become living ee him, 
our Baptiſm will do us no Good. 


bt * Then, I am to lay before you the true N 


ture of Baptiſm. And this 1 ſhall do. 


5 1. By giving you a plain Hittorical Account 
of Baptiſm. And 


2. An Account of the inward Virtue wn Ne- 


ceſſaty of it, as it is now 4 Sacrament of 
_ Chriſt. 


1. As to the Hifforical Account of Beptiſm. It 
was the Cuſtom of God's Church among the 
Jews, before our Saviour's coming upon Earth, 


Lund as they themſelves affirm, from the begin- 


ning of their Law.) to Baptize, as well as Cir- 
cumciſe, any Proſelyte that came over to.them 
from the Gentiles. This fully appears, both 


from the Books of the Jews themſelves, and of 


others that underſtood their Cuſtoms; and have 


written of them. They reckoned all Mank ind. 
beſide themſelves, to be in an unclean State, and 
not capable of being entred into the Covenant 


of the Iſraelitet, without a Waſhing, or Baptiſm, 
to denote their Purification from their Unclean- 


_ neſs: And this was called the Baptizing of then 


unto Moſes. So that all along, when any Pro 


ſelyte was Sto be received i into the Covenant, an 


tale 


Cav]. 
him the Yoke: of the Law, he was: 


1. take upon 


to bring a Sacrifice: As appears plainly from 
Marmonides, Tri Bias &. 13, 14. And it is to 
be further Ae that if any ſuch Proſelyte, 
who came over to the Jewiſh Religion, and 
was Baptired into it, had any Iafans Children 
then Born to him; # they-allo were, at the Fa- 
| ther's deſire, Circumciſed, and Baptized, and 
la- | admitted as Proſelytes; their Infancy was no Bar 
« [agar ii. Accordingly, Dr. Lighefoot ſays, 
nt | that 55 Baptizing of Infant, was a thing as well 
I known in the Church of the Jews, as ever it 

Ve- has been ſince in the Chriſtiaw Church. And 

of cheſe Cuſtoms (as Modern Writers afſure us,) | 

I continue amongſt them to this day. ) 
th Now this gives great Light for the better un⸗ 
he derſtanding the meaning of our Saviour, when 
th. he bade his Apoſtles go and Diſciple all Nations, 
in. Beptixing them: For when a Commiſſion was 
ir · given in ſuch ſhort and general Terms, without 
em ny perſonal Exception, they would of courſe 
ti do in that matter, as their own Nation, and the 
of Chureh they had beer trained up in, had always 
wel uſed to do. And accordingly, when the Apo- 
ad, | ſtles were ſent out to the HeathenNations, with 
nd} this general Commiſſion; when the Caſe came 
an in Hand, of the Trfant Children of thoſe that 
ſu were Diſcipled ; what could they think other, 
an · but that they mul do with them; as had been 
"em ſually done in that very Church in which they 
10 and hes Maſter Chriſt had always lived? And 
ny f our Saviour had meant that the Apoſtles 
abe B 2 ſhould 


to be firſt Circumeiſed, and then;Baptized, and - | 


L 121 00 
ſhould have made an Aiteration in that matter, 
and not have Baptized the Infants, as had been 

uſually done, there ig no. doubt but che wayld. | / 
have told then for. 4 ſonfar from that, that, 
in i Judgment, his Commiſſion plainly com- 
minds it. Forluppo ſe e had bid them go and 
Diſciple all Nations, and (inſtead df: RR 
them, had ſaid) ( ire them ; no doubt, t 
the Apaltles would — te lefant e, ii 
a8 Well as the grown Men ʒ becauſe (ircumęiſh | t! 
on was uſually applied to lafants: And;fogthe.f 2 
lame reaſon; they were as uch obliged ta Bap: F 
tige Infants; bectuſe Beptifs, at that; time, Was | 
t 

c 

| 


alſo uſually: given to Infants; And accordingly 
Infant-Baptiſm has been prafiled by the Church 
of Chriſt ever ſince. This is a ſhort Account. ef 
the Cuſton of Baptiſm, and of (7-7 rp 
whom this has uſually been applied. 

I come now, in the Second. place, £Di rc 
2. The Inward Virtue, the Spiritual —.— 
and conſequently, the Neceſſety of it to all Peo- 

Ple, as it is now 4 Sacraumnt of Chriſt. [Now 

the Inward Vertue.of Baptiſm lics in tranſlating 

the Perſon Baptized, out of the firſt Aula, ins 

to Chriſt, the Second Adam, and ingrafting them 
Cor. 12. into Hi For, as St. Paul ſays, By one Spirit are 
iz, we all baptized into one myſtical 1 of which 
| Chriſt is Head. So that in the — of Bap. 
tiſm, the Spirit unites us to Chriſt, and makes 
us Members of his Body. Hence we have à Li- 
tle to all the Mercies of God, in Chriſt, the 
Head of that Body: And accordingly, in Bap- 
iſm there is Reni zon of Sins, and a Sancłiſ 


catio: 


: 


"Ir? 

x; ca Soul, L 155 1 the true Nature of 
n c 1 5 Baptiſm: And purely upon this 
Id. Account Ch Chriſt has appointed Water to be ueg, 
it, in, Baptiſm, as a Sign, to ſhew and make.) Plan! 
. to us, that as Water purilies the Body, po His 
id SER In Baptiſm pol cog and Poles the Saul. 

he regenerating Spirit of Go gocs along with 
this Ordinance, and always operates in a heal 
ing manner, upon the Humble Minds of all A 
| that are Baptized by a true Miniſter of Chriſt; 
and when any ſuch Perſon is Baptized upon 
Eart th, bis Name at the {ame time Mritten iu 

Heaven, by Cbriſt, in the Book Lie; and 
there it 8 "ill actual Sin Job the Re- 
C 197 and final Impenitency bangelf and | quite 

ts it out. 5 
a But how (a ſome), can ee © ith 
Fs | £108 upon Infants, who k know 77 1g o ee 
[5] which | anſwer, that it. may, For 35 9 
ce becauſe the Regenerating Workin 10s oy 2M 
eo: Spirit in Baptiſm, do in no caſe ar] EE the 
ow Power; the Will, or the Knowledge of the Per- 
ing] ſon . No; this flows purely from the 
in Grace od, and the pleaſure of hin Wilt; 
which —.— to Haden. as well as to Older 
Beople, ; And ſo as in the Pool of Jeruſalem, in- 30. 5. 4. 
to which, at a certain time, the Angel of the 
Lord deſcended, and troubled it, inſomuch, 
that he (be he who he would) that firſt vent 
down into it, after. the troubling of the Water, 
was cured. of what Bodily Diſeaſe ſoever: So 
likewiſe, one greater than the Angel, even the 
Spirit of God, deſcends into the Waters . 


9 


Jo, 3. 3. 


£ 
"POE oÞ + 


14]. 


df, and he als the Soul of al its Sins and Spi- 


1 75 Diſea SS, 'The Spirit of God," 'by the 


a0 of Promiſe, is annexed unto the Baptiſ- 
Waters. It acts, I own, in a manner to us 


To, But! ſince Chriſt has joined them to- 
er, no Van ought to put them aſunder. 
LE Chriſt has Joined them, is plain from 
0 1 31.5, where he lays, Except any one Last 4% 


by Le born of | W ater, and of the Spirit, (the 


8 \ taken N be cannot Mer into the hang dom 


"So:hat j in Baptifin there 1 18 4 Bit of .. 2 


e a5 well” As Oi Mater; i. T there muſt” be 
0 lotion, of! the: Spirit, 48. well as a Motion bf the 
ater; otherwiſe there is no Spiritual Birth. 


Now what can this Motion of the Spitit, this 
th of the Spirit be, but the Motion of God's | 
egenerativg, 10 77 mg Spirit upon” the Soul 


of: the! *rſon 5 £7 tized, by which it is 


an! ited. to C 25 5 8 7 are rewitred, and its 
Nawre, regen ted? 2! 125 f 
ito. this, 110 the Gera Vertue of Baptifin 


as. been a ways taken by the Church of God; 
and.upon this foot the neceſſity of Baptiſtn, even 
00 Lifants, beben, always fixed. ' To illuſtrate 
© and copfirn WI ich two Propoi tions, I (hall of- 
ker. to you the” ollpwins Confideratidns.” * 

In the place h efore upted,” Chriſt fays, Ex- 


e. 1 any one » (>, E. inde mitely, Man, Worran, 


Child, for forheOri inal ord plainly implies, ) 
be, LE of Wal ater 7 50 817 


N the Spirit, 1. E. Baptized, 


he cannot enter into "the, kingdom of C God. * And 
to © enforcè this, he laß, in another place, = 


mon Phraſe for being Baptized, arid always 


pom EX--7 


ha © 


MN. 0 35 


dw + 


Mn, as 
4 "AR * 


— 1 * ; (5 


0 


[us 
his Ionorant Diſciples, Suffer. little Children Fo Luke, 18. 
come unto. me, and forbig them not, for o "Juch 16. 
is the kingdom of God. ſerve; that Chriſt do's $ 
not here ſay, al/ Childten are of his Kingdom: 
No, of ſuch is the Kingdom; i. E. ſome Children 
are of his Kingdom. Aud who are thoſe > Why, 
ſuch, and only fi uch in the ordinary FITS 
are. Baptized'; the "Fell are not: for except tf 15 
be Baptized, or born Again of M. ater and of 
Ser, he bimſelf ſays, they cannot . he 5 
the K ingdom of God. 35 
Accordingly, Baptjſin 3 is not an n Ordinance of 
Works, but it is an Ordivance of Grace; an . 
dinance, through which, the Grace of . 
mercy and forgiveneſs is conditionally aſſigned 
over to the Infant Baptized: who being co 
ceiv d and born in e, cannot (as it is certain 77. 51.5. 
no Man can) be faved by Merke, but muſt be #3. 2. 3- 
ſaved by the Grace of G⁰⁴ s Mercy, or not at all. 
Now if Children be capable (as they certainly 
are) of. receiving the Grace of God's Mercy: 
then they muſt be capable of receiving Baptiſme, 
the outward Ordinance, thro which the Grace 0 
God's Mercy 15 conveyed to then. And there- 
fore, while on the one bad, the Dippers affirm, 
that "Children are not capable of Baptiſm, the 
appointed Channel and outward Sign of Grace; 
the only Reaſon they can alledge, is, that they 
muſt think that Children are not capable of Gods 
Mercy, which is the inward thing, the inward 
Grace, that is ſignified, conveyed; and confirm- 
ed in Baptifin, and without which Mexcy they 
cannot be faved. So, that you plainly ſee, that 
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He Wy oh 


m, that Children ate 
not capable of 1 bon Mg zppointet Ordinarice 
of Gods Grace: 0 Mere , they 1 0 


ende the Ahab 


under the Neceſſity of maintaining, that 41 
Child: ren D) ying i In their Tofancy muſt be Damn- 
ed'; ki nich is fo Dreadful aud Unchriſtian 2 
Sentence, a 1 tremble to repeat 1 it. Or if they 
affirm, on the other hand, that, Infants, even in 
their Natural State, are in the favour of God, 
Bon. 8. 9. then they are united to him by his Spirit's, and 
if the Spirit of God reſts. upon them (as If this 
caſe" it mult needs do) then, as St. Peer ar- 
* 4s. 10. 255 Can any forbid water, that 75 ſhould 0b 
_— baptized, w have received the Holy Ghoſt as 
well as we? So that whether we conſider In- 
Ffants as by Nature i in a State of Wrath, or in a 
State of Mercy, the Neceſſity of Baptifin, and 
the right which Infants have to it, are clearly 
evident. And this latter Plea 1 have taken 255 

rice, of, not that I think there is any chi 
Scripture to ſupport it, but purely to ſhew, 3 00 
[they have no Grounds, either from Reaſon or 
the opel. upon which to Build their Autho- 

fity of eng the Baptiſm of Infants.” 

By Baptiſi m then we are Born of the Spirit, 
ard ſo become the Sons of God. Agrecably 
hereunto, St. Peter calls upon the re enting I- 
* , 7 to 'be baptized, for. the alen Mibeir 
39. And hen St. Paul had been miraculouſ- 
Hg overted by Jeſas Chriſt, and choſen to be 
huis Witneſs unto all Men, Auanias, a devout 
1 Man, call'd upon him to be baptized, and waſh 
15. away his Sins, From both which places it plain- 


ly 
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ly appears, that the Forgiveneſs of Sins accom- 
panies Baptiſur. And therefore, as al are con- 
ceived and born in Sin, it is neceſſary that the 
Waters of Baptiſm: ſhould paſs yper all for the 
Forgiveneſs of it. _ | 5 

To add further Weight to this, and to con- 
vince the moſt obſtinate Gainſayers, St Peter lays 
our Salvation upon it. As (ſays he) in the ark, Pet. 3. 
eight ſouls were ſaved by waterzthe like figure where- © 
unto, even baptiſm,doth now ſave us. And Baptiſm 
is by St. Paul called, The waſhing of regenera- Tit. 3. 5. 
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, by which we 
are ſaved. And in another place, he calls it. 
The circumciſion of Chriſt; which plainly points coe. 2. 
out to all (but who are jtidicially blinded,) that 11, 12. 
as (ircumciſſon was given to Children, ſo may 
Baptiſor. This is the Senſe of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, touching the Nature of Baptiſm, and 
the Neceſlity thereof to all People. | 

I ſhall now deſcend to the Fathers of the 
Church, and Learned Men of the following 
Ages. St. Clement, who lived inthe Apoſtolical 
Days, charges Infants with Origi- 
nal Sin, which is the Ground and 
Occaſion of Infant Baptiſm. St. 1 
Hermas in the ſame Age, pleads ab- 4 86. 
ſolutely for Baptiſm, as the ap- 5 
pointed Sacrament to theſe that are ſaved. F* 
fin Marr, and Irenæus, (about 68 or 70 Years 
later,) declare themſel ves ot the ſame Opinion. 
And Tertullian, a little lower down to confirm 
the matter, delivers it as a Preſcrip- 
hom, of a ſtanding acknowledged 

; | "m0 


Clem. Rom. Epiſt. I. ad C 
rinth. c. 17. | 


Tertull. de apt, cap. i i: 
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— Rule, that none can be ſaved with- 
© 9153. Comment. inEpiſt. out Baptiſm. Origen, in the third 
id Century affirms the Church to have 
received from the Apoſtles a Tradition for the 
Baptizing of Infants. And when a Diſpute a- 
roſe in the Church, (not about Iaſam Baptiſm, 
tor that was no Diſpute in thoſe Days, but) 
whether a (ng might be Baptized before the 
1 f 8 eighth Day, St. Cyprian, with a 
n Council X above bo Bibond un- 
animouſly reſolved, that the Grace of Baptiſm 
was not to be denied to any 1 2 of Man. In 
i 0 the next Age, St. Gregory Nazi an- 
| Greg. Nazi anz. Orat. 40. zen calls Baptifin the Ke y of the 
| Kingdom of Heaven; a Chariot or Vehicle, 
whereby we are carried to God; pleads againſt 
; the Delay of it; and exhorts all Parents to have 
{2 their Children Baptized forthwith. St. Bail, 
St. Ambroſe, and St. Chryſoſtow queſtion whether 
[ Infants can be ſaved without it: Several have 
4 been ot the Opinion, that they could not; but 
b others have been of a more favourable Judg- 
ment, and thought that they may be admitted 
into a lower Degree of Happineſs, but not re- 
ceive the Crown of Glory, The Church of 
England, in her great Charity, determines no- 
thing in this Caſe; but prudently leaves that 
as a Secret that belongs to God, and only diſ- 
countenances the practiſe (of ſuffering them to 
dye unbaptized) by the Refuſal of Chriſtian 
Burial. I e 
Time won't allow me to be particular in my 
Quotations; and therefore I ſhall only add, 8 
FA 5 | this 


> 


_ 

this ſame Doctrine of Infant Baptiſm, and the 
Neceſſity of it, ſtands recommended (as appears 
from their Writings) by St. Hierom, St. Cyril, 


St. At hanaſius, St. e Fulgentius, Iheo- 


doret, St. Bernard, Lombard, Aquinas, and 
others, down to the Reformers of the Church: 
And of them, Luther, Melanct hon, Calvin, Zan- 
chy, Bega, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, (all of 
them Learned and Holy Men) with the reſt of 
the Pious Reformers, were unanimous in this 
Trath ; many of whom were afterwards Bapti- 
tized in Blood, Died Martyrs of Chriſt, and 
ſealed: the Truth of their Faith with their Dying 
Breath. And ſhall any be ſo preſumptuous, as 
ralhly to conclude all theſe in an Error? But 
this is not all; for the moſt remarkable and ju- 
dicious of the Nonconformiits have allo given 
their Vote to the ſame Truth; as the Learned 
Mr. Baxter, the Eminent and truly Valuably 


Dr. Bates, and others. 


Agreeable hereunto has been the Practice of 
the Church in all Ages; and is ſtill of all the 
National Churches throughout the whole 
World at this day. And I am verily perſwa- 
ded, that all the Anabaptiſts in England cannot 
Name one Man of Learning, Conſcience, and 
Judgment, ſince the times of the Apoſtles, that 
ever pretended to juſtify a Separation from the 


Church, upon ſuch needleſs Scruples, as they, 
upon that account, alledge againſt us. Nay, I 
much queſtion whether they can name one 
ſuch Man, who did not perfectly agree, about 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm, with the Church of 
- England. 
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England. And J am fully aſſured, that no one 
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can name any real, inward, Spiritual Benefit, 
purely ariſing from the Act of Baptiſm, but what 
Jufants are, as capable of receiving, as Older 
People. 

So that in ſhort, here is Chriſt, and his Apo- 
files, the Primitive Fathers of the Church, — 
tuboſi Learned, Judicious, and Pious Alen ſonce 
their times, the Practice of Chriſts Church in 
all Ages, the Reformers of our Religion from Po- 
pery, many Holy Martyrs.and Righteous Confeſ- 
ors, the mos? Eminent - the Nonconfarmiſts, and | ! 
all the National Churches in the whole World, | ci 
pleading for Infant Baptiſi, and with one Voice | 7. 
Condemning the Dangerous Error of the Ana- b; 
baptiſts, and Loudly calling upon. the whole 
Church: of Chriſt, not tobe enſnared with their II. 
Deluſions. 01 

I come now, 

I]. Toſhew you the oreat Advantages of thoſe 
that are Baptized into Chriſt, if they re- 
main and abide true Members of him. 

And here I muſt addreſs my ſelf to Jon, in 

particular, who have this day been Baptized, 
or put on Chriſt. You are now entred into 
the Church of Chriſt, and Liſted under his Ban- 
ner, to Fight 2painſt the ſeducing Spirits of Er- 
ror, Deluſion, and Hereſz, on one hand, and 
the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and ſenſual Pleaſures 
on the other. You muſt expect great Trials in 
your Chriſtian Warfare; Wars without, and 
Temptations within ; Men of corrupt Minds 
will ariſe to deccive « if it were po 7 ible) the Ea, 
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Eledt; Minds corrupted with ſuch Pride, as to 


pretend to interpret Scripture, tho” unlearned, 


(as St. Peter ſays, they wreſt them to their own 


Deſtruction;) Minds fo corrupted with Ohſti- 2 Fet. 3. i6. 


wacy, Il Will, and Perverſeneſs, as to delight in 
Strife and Diviſions; and ſo corrupted with 2 


falſe Zeal, as to be active and warm in decei:- 


ving others. Men of ſuch corrupt Minds, to- 
gether with the Temptations of the World, and 
the Sinful Luſts of the Fleſh, will aſſault and ſet 
upon you. But be faithful to your God, firm 
to his Church, true to your ſelves, and be not 
carried away with every wind of vain doFrine, by 
the ſleight of men, and cunning craftineſs, where- 
by they lie in wait to deceive. 


And to ſupport and eſtabliſh you in this ho- 


Eph. 4 14. 


ly Reſolution, and good Fight of Faith; put ye Epb. 6 14. 
on, as St. Paul adviſes, the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles of 


the Devil. And let the Solemnity of your Bap- 
tiſmal Vow, wherein you have renounced the 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, be always in 
your Mind, as the true Chriſtian Rule of Life. 
Be thankful to God, for calling you to this Ho- 
ly State; and with earneſt Prayer call upon Chriſt, 
the Captain of your Salvation, to keep, pre- 
ſerve, and bleſs you in it. Read, Meditate, 
and Improve your ſelves daily in God's Word, 
the Book of Life; Examine your ſelves ſtrictly 
and frequently by it;. and often repair, with 
Holy Reſolutions againſt Sin, and Hearts infla- 
med with the Love of God, to the Table of the 
Lord , to, waſh your Souls in that 0 
mh oun- 


Fountain, that was opened for the cleanfingſ" 
and healing of them. And ſo take great Care,] 
that your Song, which are now Sanckified by [ 

the Waters of Baptiſm, become the Temples off 1 

8 Holy Ghoſt, and your Bodies (the Houſes 
wherein they dwell) remain hojy, chaſte, and 

Rev. 2. 10. pure; and he ye faithful unto death, and Chriſ 
will give you the crown of life. By theſe means, 

ye abide in Chriſt, and become true Members o { 

him; by theſe means God will be your God, b 

and his Holy Spirit will be your Comforter; and 

upon this Rock are built all the true Comforts, » 

both of this Life, and of that which is to comeſ ( 

For by abiding in Chriſt, and by growing inf? 

Grace, and the Knowledge of him, as livingl* 
-Branches influenced by him, your Souls will be 
enlarged, and filled with Bivine, Noble, anc 
Delightful Truths, your Conſciences purged 

and your Minds purified , and cleanſed, and 
adorned with all the Graces of the Holy Goſpe! 

The Works of the Spirit, mention'd by St 

Gal. 5.22; Paul, Love, Peace, Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, and 
- the like, will all abound and flouriſh in you 
This will raiſe and exalt your Souls; it wil 
make them lovely and excellent, and equal te 
the bleſſed Angels above: The Reſult of thi 
will be a perfect Harmony here below; a fixec 
State of Joy and Content, a State of Peace and 
Comfort, which all the Storms of Afflictio 
cannot deſtroy. This Peace of Chriſt's Servan 
is that true Peace of God, that paſſes all human 
Jnderftanding: This will ſecure you again 
thoſ outrageous Motions of Wrath and =” 
whict 
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ing which are raiſed by the Devil in the Minds of 
ire. | Wicked People. Hereby Paſſion, Peeviſhneſs, 
by Diſcontent, WI Will, and Enthuſiaſtick Whim- 
- off fies will be laid aſleep, and you wt e me 
16d Souls in perfect Peace. 

and Peace and Tranquility will run thro all he 
rig] Stages: of your Lite: And when you ſhall be 
ans called hence, from your Bodies of Clay, and 
off ſummon d to appear in the other World, you'll 
od be enabled to paſs chearfully thro? your laſt Di- 
ang] ſtreſs; Chriſt, will ſend. his Angels to ſupport 
Its and comfort you in your dying Agonies, and 
me (at the Moment of Diſſolution, when your 
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Souls and Bodies part,) to convey ſafely Yu: 


Souls into Paradiſe, to reſt in the Boſom of 
Chriſt your Lord. And thus, by abiding and 
continuing true Members of Chriſt, you will be 
tranflated from his Chxrch Militant, here upon 
Earth, to his glorious Church. Triumphant. in 
Heaven; where all Tears ſhall be = from 
your Eyes, and Sorrow of Heart, and Trouble, 
and Sin, and Death ſhall be no more. There, 
you will be admitted into the delightful Socie- 
ty of Angels and Arch-Angels, Cherubim and 
Seraphim, Thrones and Dominions, Principg- 
lities and Powers; to the Glorious Company of 
the Apoſtles, the goodly Fellowſhip of the Pro- 


phe, the Noble Army of Martyrs, and. the 


rits of Juſt Men, made perfect. There, you 
Its conſtantly praiſing God, and God will 
be , continually bleſſing you 5. the abundance 
of his Goodneſs, will be eflowing into your 
Souls; and you will be wonderfully flights 
in thoſe Manſions of Peace. 


Rev.22.1, 


x Pc. x. 4. Glory, an inheritance incorruptible and — 


1 SW. 5 
But this is not all: For your Bodies ſhall riſe 


again at the reſurrection of the Juſt ; and a bleſ- 


ſed ReſurreFion, (which is the Hopes of the li. 
ving, and the Comfort of the dying Chriſtian, 


4 
( 


C 


f 


ſhall be your Lot. Your Limbs of Corruption] E 


ſhall put on Incorruption; your frail periſhing 
Bodies (hall put on Immortality; your Houſes 
of Clay ſhall riſe in Glory; and your Dwellings 
of Duſt ſhall become Spiritual. And then ſhall 
Chriſt, in the preſence of Men and Angels ac: 
quit you, as true Members of his Church, and 
reſound your Praiſes thro the whole World, 


ſaying, Well done good and faithful Servants: 
enter ye into the Joy of your Lord; and ſo receive 


you with the Holy Angels into the Kingdom o 


Heaven, where you ſhall ever be with the Lord. 


You will then be eternally fix d in the New Je- 
rnſalem, the City of God, the Region of Light; 
where God, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, will 


Ic 


conſtantly ſhine with Delight upon you. Here, 
you will freely drink of the pure Rivers of the 


Water of Life, thoſe Cryſtal Streams that flow 
from the Throne of God. There alſo, you will 
conſtantly taſt the delightful Fruit of the Tree 


( 
( 


t 


of Life. There, you will regeive the Crown off $ 


( 


1 70. 3. 2. that fadeth'not away. There you will ſee God as 
he 3s ; i. e. you will be delightfully affected with E 


his Goodneſs and Glory, in proportion .to t 


„ 


Greatneſs of it: So as your Joy will be uncon- c 
ceivable, your Happineſs compleat, and your t 


Life eternal. And thus in Chriſt you will re 


ceive Forgiveneſs of your Sins; which in Ola 


\ 
£ 


Adam 


Cant 


riſe Adam you never could: In Chriſt, you will be 


ble Cloathed with his Righteouſneſs, whereas in 
> [;.4 Old Adam you were all Sin and Pollution: And 
n, | © in Chri?, the only Saviour, you will enjoy 


jonl Heaven; which in Old Adam you had entirely | 


ing loſt. 


uſes | Theſe are the Benefits, the Advantages, and 
ings Bleſſings, of putting on Chriſt-in Baptiſm, and 
hall abiding true Members of his myſtical Body the 
ac Church. I now come to the laſt Head of Diſ- 


and courſe: Namely, - 


rld, Up To ſhew, that altho? by Baptiſm we do. 


#5:1 put on Chriſt, yet except we abide in Chriſt, 


>ivel and become loving Members of him, our 


1 off © Baptiſm will do as no Good. 

ord. Now, there are two things, by which our 
75. Baptiſm will become of no Effect to us. 

cht; 1. The withdrawing our elves from he 
Church of Chrift. | 

ere, | 2. The leading a Wicked Lite in it, 

the] Firſt, By withdrawing our ſelves from the 


owl Church: of Chriſt, we become divided from 


will] Chriſt: our Head, and ſo deprive our ſelves of 
reel the Merits of his Death, and the Regenerating 
1 off Sanctifying Motions of his Holy Spitit, which 
led, (ordinarily) only run in the Channel of his 
d Church. Agreeable hereunto, we find upon 


5 Record, that the Lord added to the Church ſuch 43 2. 3. 


fl 45 Gould be ſaved; to ſhew us that there is no 
on- ordinary way of Salvation out of it: And cer- 
our tain it is, that there is not one Text in the 
rei whole Scripture, to ſupport the ſaving Hopes 
Ola of * Man, 8 wilfully and deliberately 
dan D for- 


I's 


| ” 26 1 
1 forſakes the Communion of Chriſts 5 — 3 
© 43s 4. 12. Neither is there ſalvation in any others for there - 
þ 4 is none other pears under Haben, gin among 
[4 men's whereby we muſt: he ſaved. Departing 
| from his Church you 3 your Baptiſin; 
i and this is (to all intents and purpoſes) a caſts-! 
a ing off Chriſt, and Liſting'your felves under 
the Devil's Banner; and then God will give you 
up to Strong and Strange Deluſions. 7 his is 
the finiſhing ſtroke of thoſe Vile Beings; the 
Witches, to renounce their Bap tim, arid? yo 
times (as tis faid)- to Seal che Guilt with their 
Blood; the Evil Spirit then has a full Goyern- 
ment over kliem, and gives them only ſome 
deluſive Dreamꝭ of Pleaftire> to ſecure his Pur- 
chaſe: but like Wicked Sen, they are toſſed to 
and fro, and never find tus Reſt. 
Ho dangerous it is, to kake but ons 4 to- 
ward this Apoſtacy, is vifible in the Cale of 
nany of thoſe unhappy Souls, that forſake our 
Church, aad launch out into the fatal Schiſm 
of the Anabaptiſts. Their Religion, we find, 
then ſoon degenerates into Uncharitableneſs, 
Pride, and Perverſeneſs , their Minds diſquieted 
with Paſſion, and Brithnfraſm: and the right 
true Chriſtian Peace is hid from their Eyes. 
The Devil, indeed, is forced to give them 4 
falſe Counterfeit ſort of Peace, to keep them in 
their Error: He Paints over their extravagant 
Paſſions with the ſacred Name of Zeal, intoxi- 
cates their Heads with uſeleſs Spechlations, fills 
| their Imaginations with the vain thought of 
5 their being Sainte, and hardens them in a Pha- 
riſaical 
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riſaical Preſumption, by Deluding their Judg- 


25 ments, and Bribing their Conſciences, ta pre- 
vent their Return into the way of Truth. 

& | But the Chriſtian Peace, which reſts upon 
Lore to God, Peace and Good Will to Man, 
and Purity, and Humility, with reſpect to « 

r | Mar's ſelf; this is loſt; and their future 

u | hopes are only built upon the treacherous 

is | Sands of fooliſh Whimſies and vain Imagina- 
PTT 1 

e- 2. And as Apoſtacy draws you out of the 2. 
ir | Church, fo a Sinful Wicked Life, will as cer- 


n- | fainly deſtroy you in it. You will hereby 

1e | become dead Members of Chriſt's myſtical Bo- 

r- | dy the Church; for tho” you be now plant- 

to ed into Chriſt, yet except you bring forth 

. | good Fruit; Fruit agreeable to the Stock in- 

o- | to. which you are engrafted by Baptiſm, you 

of | will ſhortly be hewn down and cat into the aca 
ar | Fire. Remember what Chriſt has taught you z. 
m || in the Parable of the Fig-Tree: When the 

d, | Maſter of the Vineyard, where it was Plant- 

ſs, | £d, came Year. after Year, and ſought Fruit 

ed | thereon, but found none, he ſaid to the 

ht | Dreſſer: of his Vineyard, Cut it down, why 

el | curmbreth it the ground? And this as ſurely 

4 | will be Jour caſe, unleſs you bring forth good 

in Fruit. And therefore, give all diligence, to add JR 
nt | to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, know-g . 55 
i- | ledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and to 

ils temperance, patience; and to patience, godlineſs ; 

of | and to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs, and to 

. | brotherly kindmſs, charity. And be ye fledfaft, 
—  —” r: 
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1 Cor. 15. #1moveable, always abounding in the work of 
58. 
* Mat. 5.1 


6. 


1 28. 1] | 
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[ 
the Lord that fo your light may ſhine before f ſi 
men, and they may fe your good works, and |F 

i | A 
t 
t 


glorify your Father which is in Heauen. 
I have now finiſned the three heads of my 
Diſcourſe ;, and from what has been ſaid 


you cannot but infer the dangerous State of | c: 


Mit. 28. 
2. 


the Arabaptiits, or rather Dippers; for that's |/ 
their proper Name, becauſe it cannot be made t: 
appear, that they have any ſuch thing as]Þ 
true Baptiſm amongſt them. Their ignorant] 
Teachers may Dip them, as a Few, a Turk, Ii. 
or any I»fidel may Dip them, but not Bap- - 
tie them: For Dipping and Baptizing, as aJC 
Religious term, are two diſtinct things; the] 
very Eſſence, Life, and Benefit of the Chri-. 
ftian Baptiſm lies in the Spirit; i. e. in the]! 
Spirit of Chriſt accompanying the Mimiſter « 
Baptizing, and actuating by way of Regene-| 1 
ration, in a myſterious Manner, upon the} 1 
Soul of the Perſon Baptized. But that this]! 
is the caſe with them they can never prove: 
Becauſe rho? Chriſt gave Commiſſion” to his]! 
 ApoiFles to Baptize, and promiſed that he 1 
would be with them, and with thoſe Miniſters] | 
that ſhould receive Commiſſion from them, 
even to the end of the World, in order to]! 
move upon the Minds of thoſe Baptized by] 
them, and receive them into the Church 
vet he has no where promiſed to be with] 
ſuch, as are only Miniſters of their own ma- 
king; that are not Branches of the Miniſte- 
ria} Power, of which Chriſt is Head; Chriſt, 
o * 
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1 ſay, has no where promiſed to be with 


ſuch, as are only Uſarpers in the Chriſtian 


Prieſthood. like Corah, -Dathan, and Abiram. Num.16.r, 


And if Chriſt be not preſent with his Spirit, 
there is only Water, and no Spirit; and 
then, their Dipping is no more than an ac- 
cidental falling into a River, or a common 
Waſhing, which they might as well call Bap- 
tiſm. And that this is the true Caſe, it ap- 
pears from Hebr. 5. 4. where the Holy 
Ghoſt ſays, that no man taketh this honour 
to 3 but he that is called of God, as was 
Aaron, i. e. No one ought to execute the 
Office of Chriſt's Miniſter, but he that is 
Ordained by the Miniſters of Chriſt, with 


the laying on of the Hands of the Preshytery. 1 Tim. 4 


So that theſe very People, who ſeparate up- 74: 
on the point of Baptiſm, and make ſo 
much ado about it, have no ſuch thing as 
true Baptiſm amongſt them, no more than 


if Dipped only by Turks or Infidels: For 


they have only Water, but no Spirit; a 


Mock-Sacrament, without any inward Vir- 
tue in it. So that, in ſhort, it is à Sin, 
for their Onordained Minifters to pretend 
to Baptize; and a Sin for ay (under the 
Notion. of BaptifmY to be Dipped by them. 
This is what any Man may Fain (ce, 


3] unleſs he is Spiritually Blind, and ſo Dead 


in Treſpaſſes and Sin. 
God is my Witneſs, I ſpeak not this out 
ke 6 Siniſter view, or Prejudice to then; 
1 declare my ſelf in perfect Charity 
W 


Logo] - 
with them, I truly pitty them; nay, myſig 
Heart in -fecret often Mourns for them z En 


Converſion; and I could with delight ſtrip ſo 
my ſelf into the Poverty of a Beggar, nay, pf 
I could freely part with my Life, upon Tk 
condition that I might be a happy | Inſtru- far 
ment of removing their Errors, and ſo re- Ex 
ſcuing them from the Snares of the Devil, [thi 
And who is he, or where is the Man, [tif 
that can ſtind unconcerned, unleſs he hashi: 
loſt the Tenderneſs of a Chriſtian, and the dr 
common pitty of Humanity? Who is there 

elſe, Iſay, whoſe Heart is not pierced, whols fre: 
Paſſions are not moved, with the unnatu - co 


il Cruelty of thoſe Men, who let theirÞpo 


Children dye Unbaptized, like Turi or Heg- [cif 
thens, or the Off-ſpring and Young of Brute fly 
Beaſts; and involve themſelves, in a more ſup 
heinous crime, than thoſe ungodly Men, [th 
who, thro Ignorance... Sacrificed their Chil- cis 
dren to Moloch: For theſe only Sacrificed their th 
Bodies; but thoſe, as much as lies in them, ſo 
expoſe their Souls to the hazard of Damnati- 
on, in as much as they do not what lies 
in their power to bring them into the Or- 
dinary and Appointed way of Salvation. | 
And what adds to ;their guilt, not only all 
Chriſtian Churches, but they themſelves agree 
in this, that an Infant Dying Baptized is un- 
doubfe#yifaved: Why then do they deny ſly 
them, in a Caſe of ſuch Moment, that Se- 
curity? "Bleſſed God! that Men Aer, rn 0 
Cf  , - 


T1 - 
y [ighit of the Goſpel 'ſhould' be found fuck 
3 fienmes'- to their own F ell, "f& cfuel' ati! 
ir jahumine"to# the Fruit of: their Gun Bodiss: 
ip ſo barbarous to their Children; w eel 
y, bf their Souls, and ſo ungrateſtl tb. Chriſte 
n They Bad better reſort into WO bd, Of EE 
u- farts, or Caves of the Earth, than Marry; £) 4 
e · Except they. would Dedicate their \Childre 

il, the Fruits of Marriage; to Chriſt *by- Bap: 

1, tiſm, and ſo bring them up as Wenſbers of 

as is Body, in the Fear of God, and as Chil- 
he dren of his Kingdom. 

re] This undoubtedly is the Duty of all Pa- 

e frents, and. with this I ſhall conclude my Diſ- 

-u- courſe; beſeeching all Parents, as ſoon as 

eir poſſible, to Dedicate their. Children by Bap- 

72 ſen to God that gave them; and frequent- 
ute fly by Prayer, * beg gfe Hefin of God 

are ſupon them; ant as they to inſtruct 
n, them (above all a S in the Prin- 
l-ſciples of the Chriſtian Religion; to ſeaſon 
er [their Minds with the Rules and Commands 
m, ſof the Goſpel; to check and ſuppreſs all evil 
ati-Motions, and to do what lies in them, to 
lies root up all bitter Weeds and headſtrong 
Or- Paſſions, and to beget in them Truth and 
on. Holineſs, Purity. afid Humility, and the Love 
all [of God, and it, adorn and beautify their 
ree Minds with 4 the Virtues and Graces of 
un- the Holy Goſpel 5 and fo Train them up tru- 
nyIly in the way of the Lord. 
Se-] Your Children will then be a Comfort to 
heſyou in this World, and a Glory in the next. 
ght By 


( 32 ] 
VJ By, theſe means you will live lovingly, .de- 
| lightfully, and peaceably here all your days 
| together, and when a few Years are paſſed, 
| vou and your Children will be tranſlated in- 
3 to Paradiſe, ' to live together in perfect Hap- 

pus with a Chyilſt your Lord for ever and ever. 


5 * the aka * 5 nn. Holy, 
| Chef, be aſcribed. all Honour and Ging 
am and. ever more; . 


